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The Sentinel Dome may easily be reached by the traveller to the 
Yosemite, by stopping over a day, on the way to or from the Valley, 
at Westfall’s meadow. It makes just a pleasant day’s excursion to 
ride to the Dome and back, with a few hours to remain on the summit. 
But if one is in a hurry, it is possible to make the trip and return in time 
to reach either Clark’s or the Yosemite before night. To visit this region 
and not ascend Sentinel Dome is a mistake ; only those who have had the 
pleasure of making this excursion can appreciate how much is lost 
by not going there. 

There is one point overhanging the V alley, about half a mile north- 
east of the Sentinel Dome, and directly in a line with the edge of the 
Half Dome. This is called Glacier Point, and from it the view in 
photograph Yo. 22 was taken. This combines perhaps more elements 
of beauty and grandeur than any other single view about the V alley. 
The Nevada and Vernal Falls are both plainly in sight, and directly 
over them is the Obelisk, with a portion of the range extending off 
to the right, until concealed behind the conical mass of Mount Starr 
King. To the left of the Cap of Liberty is the depression in which 
lies the Little Yosemite, and beyond this, in the farthest distance, 
the lofty summits of the Mount Lyell Group. The pines fringing the 
the edge of Glacier Point are the Finns Jeffreyi. The view of the 
Half Dome from this point is stupendous, as the spectator is very near 
to that object, and in a position to see it almost exactly edgewise. We 
regret that we are not able to give a photograph of it from this point of 
view. Language is powerless to express the effect which this gigantic 
mass of rock, so utterly unlike anything else in the world, produces 


on the mind. 

We have thus conducted the traveller around the Valley, and given 
him as many hints as our space will admit, as to the character and 
locality of the objects to be seen on the route. A week is surely very 
little to devote to this excursion ; and, when we consider how much can be 
seen and enjoyed during this time, it seems as if every one would be 
desirous of taking the opportunity of being at the Yosemite to make this 
addition to his travelling experience. The time will certainly come when 
this will be fully recognized, and when the rather indistinct trail around 
the Valley will be as well beaten, as the one which now leads into it. 

For those who desire to extend their knowledge of the High Sierra 
still farther, there are numerous mountains, peaks, passes and valleys 


nwaanBaEi 


THE IIIGII SIERRA. 


97 


to be visited, each one of which has its own peculiar beauties and 
attractions. 

The Merced Group, which is so conspicuous an object in the view 
from Sentinel Dome and many other points about the Yosemite, offers 
a line field for exploration. This group is a side-range, parallel with 
the main one, and about twelve miles from it. It runs from a point 
near the Little Yosemite, for about twelve miles, and then meets the 
transverse range coming from Mount Lyell and forming the divide 
between the San Joaquin and the Merced. Intersecting this, the Merced 
Group is continued to the southeast and runs into a high peak, called 
Black Moutain ; it then falls off, and becomes lost in the plateau which 
borders the San Joaquin. 

At the northeast extremity of the group is the grand peak to which 
we first gave the name of the “ Obelisk,” from its peculiar shape, as seen 
from the region to the north of the Yosemite. It has, since that, been 
named Mount Clark, while the range to which it belongs is sometimes 
called the Obelisk Group ; but, oftener, the Merced Group, because the 
branches of that river head around it. This is a noble range of moun- 
tains, v ith four conspicuous summits and many others of less prominence. 
The dominating peaks all lie at the intersection of spurs with the main 
range, as will be seen on the map. Mount Clark, or the Obelisk, is 
the one nearest the \ osemite. All these peaks are nearly of the same 
height. The one next south of the Obelisk was called the Gray Peak, the 
next the Red Mountain, and the next Black Mountain, from the various 
colors which predominate on their upper portions. The last name had. 
however, been previously given to the highest point of the mass of ridges 
and peaks at the southern extremity of the range, south of the divide 
between the San Joaquin and the Merced. All of these points except 
Gray Peak have been climbed by the Geological Survey, and they are all 
between 11,500 and 11,700 feet in elevation. Mount Clark was found to 
be an extremely sharp crest of granite, and was not climbed without 
considerable risk. Mr. King, who, with Mr. Gardner, made the ascent 
of the peak, says that its summit is so slender, that when on top of it 
they seemed to be suspended in the air. 

An examination of the photographs and the map will show how the 
spurs of the Merced Group break off in bold precipices to the north, 
with a more gradual descent to the south, a peculiarity already mentioned 
as existing at the summit of Mount Hoffmann. The same is the case with 
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